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This envelope was Foisted off on you for at least one of the
following preasons:

I felt iike sending 4% to you,
X You contributed,

Miguelito Loveless strikes again.

4

You paid money at ihe rate of 50¢ for one or $2 for five --
-- and your subscription Just ran out,

Hack lesues are available for 75¢ for one or $2 for three; at
present, #°'s 2, 3, 9, and 10 are avallable. T hope to reprint
some others this sumnmer.

.uﬂﬁ Dept.: Four Cuarters (La Satle Cnllege, Philadelphia Pa
19181, 50¢/copy) published & short fantasy by me, "The Statement
LS Mrs. Thaddeus Usnecn to the Prege Upon Being Rescued by the
Coast Guard” in the March issue,
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\ he "Star_Trek vriter’s Cuide” descrived "stardate" as followss
e fnvented 'Stardate’ to avold continually mentioning Star
~ree'a century factually, about twe hundred years from now). and

nto argumente about whether this or that would have

retting in
deveioped by then. Pick any ecombination of four numbers plus a

percentage { 3icJ polnt. use it as your story's stardate., For
example. 1313.5 is twelve o'clock noon of one day and 1314.5

would be noon of the next day. Each perecentage point is roughly
=0ulvalent to one-tenth of one day. The progression of stardateas
2o gour seript should remain constant but don't worry about whether
2r not theie e a piogres ion from other s¢ripta. . .Stardates are a
wthenatical Toiriula whiceh varies depending on lozation in the
falaxy. velocity of travel, and other factors, can vary widely

“rom eplsude to episede.

The actual use of star dates in shows was not qulte as
slapdash aa the directlons to writers would suggest. For
example. the ¥ellum de Forest Research Company commenting on
"The mpath,” wrote, "Star Date 1019.5 -~ This star date is
¢arlier than any ever usgod, it predates the pilot. To conform
with current season, suggests Star Date 5121.5"; and, on "By
Mare." they commented, “Star Date 3157.5 -- This star

Any Cther MNj
date f4ails witnin the tiwme covered in ‘The Return of the

Arehens, ' Sypgest: 4657.5."

Tier corment on "The Empath' suggests that Dorothy Jones is
right 1in msking “"the assumption that Stardates do follow chrono-
iogical order for a given ship" (Star Trek Concordance, "Intro-
duetion”}. In general, references to events in the "past" (e.g..
iirlted warfare with Klingons following the Organian Treaty of
“faiand of Mercy," or Kirk's mention of his actions in "The
Meltan ¥eb" and "The Empath" in attempting ©to establish his

in "Tuinabeut Intruder") do in fact follow the chrono-
~Opieal order of the stardates. But it was inevitable that they
vesid follow that order in genersl, because the order of the

ter latss tended to mateh the order of production. If networks
vt Mavlt of broadeasting shows in the order in which they

« Ulised, perhaps it would be commoner for series £o indulge
7131 development; as it is, shows avoid references between
vles {although, as noted above, "Star Trek" allowed some),

widenberry set up his explanation of "stardate”™ 1n terms
© .t s3lluwed him to suggest the possibility that, say. star

fe 21 could come hefore 2337 (ef. The Making of Star Trek,

- o).  Desplte the attempt at making anachronisms literally

, a few discrepancles can be spotted if the original

Is taken as representing the c¢chronological

L N S
Lot

ealible
cae g of Droadeast
ler .



For example, tn “lay of
the Dove." the personal
enccunter of Kirk and Kang
seemed 1ikely tc result in
improved Fedeiration-Klingon

" relationships. and 1indeed.
'no shows filmed after "Lay
of the Dove" involved any
"Klingon hostility (Kahless
fn "Savage Curtain” was a
‘Simulated Klingon, not an
i adtual one)a however, "Elaan
f B Troylius, " whieh dlid
't involve Klingon hostility.
and whieh was fillmed and
‘8tar-dated earliier than
"Day ‘of the Dove," was
broadeast later and woulc
eonflitt with the apparent
chronology if the order of
broadcast were taken as
oeing chronologiecal. Simi-
larly (huia wore a yellow
uniform in "Corbomite
‘ Maneuver"” (1512) and in
"Mudd s women" (1329).
These two shows were filmed
and star-dated eailier
than any of the shows
1 in which she wore red,
_ ; ‘70 but they were broad-
"Kang" f " east later than some of
the shows in which
siie wore red, and to teke the Lroadcast orger'as' the chronclogleal
one would ental® supposing that she twice stopped wearling red and
swi¢eched b?iefay to yellow. '

Suqh‘discrepanci@s 25 Ghes: could be explained away. no doubt.
but, on ihe whaole, foilowing star-dates produces fewer anachrc-
nisms than dvss folluwing Lroadeast order.

On' the other hand,. following %he productioniorder involves
fewer anachronlisms than following the stardates. For exanmple,
Lt. De Salle, a navigztor in "Squire. of Gothos” (2124) and "This
Side of Parﬁdise" (3147), appeared as the assistant chief eagineer
In "Catspaw” (3018} apparently out-ranking L%t. Uhura; presumably.
viewers were 1lntended {o suppose that he had been promoted. If
the order of the star-dates is followed, one must suppeose that he
was merely being rotated arocund (to get experience in different
departments, perhaps). It*s a 1easonable explanation, to be sure
-~ 1t also explains his being a securlty guard oceasionally, as
he i1s, for example, in "City on the Edge of PForever" (3134). and
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Liese are, in any case, anachronisms in any scheme. For exampie
Lt. leslle died in "Obsession” (3619), but continued to appear in
aows Climed (and dated) later, Noxrmally the show was carefy:
ve avold that kind of anachronism, (Vhen Lt. Galloway died ir
srera Glory," they continued to use actor David L. Foss as 3
wlaor character, but the name of his role thereafter was
“t. Johnson, ) They missed Leslie's death, however, because it
#a5 not identified as such in the script -- Eddie Paskey
ddppened to play the unidentified crewman, and Shatner happened
to have the habit of ad-1libbing a erewman’s ¢orrect name, where
ru3sible, and 50 happened to address him by name, establishing
his identity on-screen, but not in the show's records,

vy » r .

A8 the intent in dating individual eplsodes seems to have
teen to attempt chronologinal consistency in star-dates, and
a& anachronisrs exist in any case, it seems reasonable to
follow the acsumpticn that star-dates are actually chronologically
ordered and to Le preferred over the order of filming as
evidence. If that assumption is followed, interesting deductions
jecone possible, PFor example, Ensign Chekov first appeared in
“Catzpaw” (3018), and was not seen again until "Gamesters of
Trickellon” (3211}, ten shows later. Perhaps he was being
retated arcund to other departments to becomz completely familiar
with the ship bLefore receiving a permsnent assignment -- a
theory whieh would square with the description of him in The
faking of Star Trek, that "officially, he's a Navigator, Guf
e’ a fﬁsc aie 0 De assigned to various peints arcund the ship. "
«2ide from Lils substituting for Spock at the science officer'sa
cuiputer occasio nally, he was never shown at any ship-board
#05t other than navigation.

Granting chronological order in star-dates, there remains a

peod deal of freedom of chronolegy in the statement that one

By may Le longer than another, depending on assorted faetcrs
tucinding veloeity -- "Star Trekts" only approach to a mention
ol the "elock paradox,” the theory that one who traveled at
any 2ignifiecant fraction of the speed of light could go many
iight-yearn in a (subjectively) short time and return to fing
Limsell, say, only a year older and his former contemporaries
long dead. Stephen WVhitfield called the show necessarily
inaccurate on this point, but it could be argued that FTL

faster—than—light) travel would not be affected by corditions
deduced from a system in which FIL travel is supposedly impossibie.
% clock paradox which applies to sub-light speeds would leave
4 variety of unusual possibilities open to super-light speeds.
At the famous limerick puts it:
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There wasn a young lady of Dright
Who traveled much faster than 1ight,
She set cut one day
in her relative way
And returned on the previous night.

Kuth
"Muddte Verer

“Star Trekig" assiznprioans
about the relations of time
and travel are more conplex,
but equally outside the
confiqes of Einsteinian
physics. (Nowadays
there are tachyons to
wonder about,. but, I
have not seen any.
speculations.on how
the clock paradox
would affect a L0
tachyon. )
Granting
these suggestions ¥
as to how star-
dates measure
what they f
measiire, The: F
question sti11l i
remains as to what T,
they measure. One
thing immediately ouvious
18 that not enough numbers
are belng used to give the
complete year and day. Nor do tne
numbers répresent a compressed
form of epresencing month and
day with the year understond.
Cuite apart from Whitfield's
assertion that the Terrestrial
weeks and months would be point -
less in spaee and so are not used .
any system 1nvolving such figures
as 7 days a weel, 2 /30/31 (take
your pick) days a month, or i?
months a3 year would make it
impossible for the numerals aovove
Tor2/3oril to appear in zertair
positions, and a check of star-
dates reveals an ample scattering
of 9's in all positions except
the first (and even the first
reaches 5, too high for days or
menths, and a highly unlikely
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siace Jor a week-indleator). For the same reason, it is im-
cosalitle that the date should represent the last figure of the
currsnt year plus ¢ digits to indicate week of the year and
¢ne to represent day of the week or the last figure of the
current vear plus 3 digits to represent which of the 365/ 36€
Gay® of the year it is -- or any other scheme calling for
non-decimal measurements. A

The only remaining possiblity seems to be that the star-
dates represent an accumulation of days. The days accumulated
at the start of the first show, "Where No Man Has Gone Before"
{1312) are too few to give a probable zern-date for the start
¢f the calendar, add 1t is unlikely that the ‘beginning of the
“uip'a misszion is the zero-date for its star-dates, bescause
fuch a scheme would keep the star-dates from having direct
application away from the particular ship involved. Probably
the cyecle of 9,909 days is held to be enough' To cover most
purposes (Just as we are likely to refer fo 171 instead of to
a f13l1 1971} -- and possivly the computer automatically adds
to the logs a notation of the full star-date, For example, a
f11 star-date of 3-6525.0 would represent 36,525 days, or
approximately 170 Earth years since...since the unknown year
Waich was set as the Federation's zero-date. It was very
likely elther the date of the establishment of the Federation
or the date of the establishment of the Feders “ion-wide dating
fyctem. Cne full cycle of 9,999 days would equal about
10 Terran years.

Une obvious objection to such a system would be that it
it a decimal system, and there is no reason why alil the member-
rmces of the Federation should be using basel10. However, for
tuch a asystem to work efficlently, one number-base or ancther
7iE% be chosen, and baseil0 is as reasonable as any other.
‘ase12 might be more ¢onvenient, in some ways, but if most of
the member-races have 10 fingers per person -- as the humans,
vuicans, and dndorians do, although the 6-fingered Tellarites
i¢ not -- basejp would probably be most convenient to the
majority.

4 more serious obJjection to such a system 1s the length
vl time lnvolved. From ™fhere No Man Has Gone Before" (1312)
tc "All Our Yesterdays" (5943) 13 46733 days -- approximately
i? vears. The Enterprise is supposedly out on a five-year
misslon. Even if one supposes that the:"years" in question
are net Terran years but a conventional, decimalized year
{rerhaps 1,000 star-days to a stor-year?), still, Kirk and
i3 company ought to have aged percephibly during the passage
67 12 Terran years., Tuo possible explanations orccur to me. One
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is that the Enterprise may have been experiencing chiefly
"short" daye during that perlod, so that the clock paradox naa
taken effect, and only a few years {perhaps the three years ¢i
broadeast-time ) have elapsed for the é¢rew of the Enterprise
during those 12 Terran years. Another (I think, more attractive,
possibility is that the star-date standard day, despite the
reference to twelve o'clock noon, 1s not a Terran day, but the
day of some other race in the Federation, a race whlch alsc
measures by multiples of 12, but which has a day only a third
as long as the Terran day. Possibly, if the Tellarites made a
sacrifice in accepting a decimal numbering system, 1ln return,
their day was used as the standard star-date day. Having six
fingers, they may very well have a standard of counting based
on 12's, In that case, the Enterprise's time out 1n space on
1ts current mission comes down to a comfortable four years ur
so, and a full cycle of 9,999 days would equal about 10 Terran

y2ars.

Interestingly, in eilther case 1t looks as if the Enterprise
must have nearly completed its five-year mission (allowing for
a lapse of a fevw months between the start of the five years
and the events in "Where No Man Has Gone Before"). Perhaps
the Enterprise's next mission after the attempt tc save the
inhabitants of Sarpeidon in "All Our Yesterdays" was to return
to Earth to be outfitted for its next five-year mission -- or
perhaps a new assignment entirely.
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& story-outline by Judy Burns

TEASER

ihe Enterpriss cula bhrough deer space..  On the bridge,

tis crew 18 functiening &s a. well trained, -- almost mechanized
- wunlt, eompleting the.final_praparations;ggxgﬁhgir miszion.

reports frem a neighboring system have advagge%;mpaﬂyheory that
“lLona leptuzus, an older . star with. one habitable, planet, may. ne
i7 the preparatory stage to.becoming a NOVa o0 Il the report is
sulstantiated, KIRK is. ta remova the "Federation' colony, a
croup of about §00 people, for relocaiion,

Seated at %he brieling room table, Kirk SPOCK, MeCOY and
~vvIT are discussing wonat may besome. a major problem -- the
cuionlats' refusal te recognize the Federation. The aliena-
tion was bLrought en by the ¢oleny (what might be considered &
ninerity group of $he .galaxy ) .settiement diffizulties, They
nave Leen relocated three previous times under bitver but
weassary circunsiantas.  Kirky himself, saw and wes a part
ol the last tressferance eleven years ago while.just an ensign.

The diseuselon is curtailed when DAVID WOODLAND antere
the room garrying a portfolioc snd foup computer cartridges,
He takes hls place at the head of the table; however Kirk
assumes $he initiative - Inquiring whether Woodland has
completed nis observationg, If 80, Xirk and hie officers
would appreciate results, Woodland undersvands the importance
ef Kirk's recusst. He opans the portfolioc as he quickly
Summarizes nla own duties on board., as they know, each year
the psyshologieal profiles on stavship crews are updated,
Cualified observers are moved to different ships each year to
maintaln peak impartiality. Voodland is experienzed. This
ig %is seventh year and seventh ship.

sirvk $s 2611l in command, Yes, they understand the pelicy
atd procedure, Wpat veport is being filed? To the point: --
there are one or two cremmen on beard who should be repleced
-~ 4% ieast temporarily. As for the officers -- on the whole
wlotly efficlent and well adjustad. Mr. Scotit is perhaps oo
~reuceupied with the mechanical, but that does not lmpede his
=rfommance on or off duty. Dr. MeCoy 18 a bit on the cynicsl
‘@, DUl -~ Woodland smiles -- on the whole he 18 one of %he
2t finely adapted individuasls in the service. At Spockla
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reaction, Woodland wurns to him. ‘the observer has had te
vedeline his entire scale of standards in evaliuating & Vulean.
Hs has, however, found that the iogician in Spock does neot
conilict with the sense of duty or puxpose. MOST IMPORTANT,
all thres, while under extrame duress, will react predictably
well on behaif of saip and ¢rew.

Kirk is obvicusly pleased, but vhe intexrcem prevents any
rzpiy. SULU, on the bridgs, reports that they are entering the
Signa Lepturus sysism., All preiiminary work for the nova

enalysis is completr. Onee again thinking of the mission,
Kirk exzuses hinsel? +nd nis officers. Woedland apologizes
but fimmly ingivi® vnot the report is not complete. There

i8 one last ogder o bLuSiness -- Kirk himself. This evokes a

cshuckle from Scott znd MeCoy -- what is there to say about
the captain? Hz is moxe "Pit" psychologically than any cf then.

As Woocdland glan-es from face to face, expressions dim,
and silence fills the room. He faces Kirk., He has found rezson
%0 believe Kirk unfit for command, and, by power of the Federa-
tion Medical Regulations, the captain is relieved of duty.
Cn stunned reactions, we fade out,

END OF TEASER

B i ™




ACT ONE

o sinuabion of seene., Fgead by safiance and aatenisnneat,
~3.and relates his reasoning.  Kivk, during moments of
“iwia hardship or danger, is payehologically unfit for
caaanding.  He thereforw dose not conmand., Rather than
‘siepating duties that mignt be as well performed by others,
= sssunes those whish expose malniy himself o danger. in
aring himsell to Jeopardy, he ids endangering both erew and
‘¥e A Gead caplaln is a werthless eaptain.

#cCoy and Scoti,dash inte the observer. The charge is
Prilevious, They have: known Kivk sinece he gasumed command of
e ;ﬂgpggrimq, and he nas not changed since previcus "observs-
sion, pock foresfully svbmits that, although Xirk's decisions
sugarding himsell and the ship have not always saemed logical,
Lhey have invariably been proeven correet. Kirk, knowing he
¥&e trained to, make the rignt decimions and feeling he has
dene 50, nevertheless affirms that he will relinguish command
on thelr return to, starbase: Woodlang rejects thisz, howevsr,
contending that Kirk's previous connection with this coleony
maxes it only too likely that the captain might become per-
sonally invelved. Spesk will be required to take comnrsnd.

-7 ng should refuse, nhe would be subject to courtmartial For
“xsubo;dinatlonﬂ Kirk makes the decision. Spask will tage
& Oimna rid -

AE the group breaks up, FaCoy voicea his sentiments, He
289 (to Spoekﬁw anazemnent ) occaszionally worndeved aboul some
trencnes of the madizal service. Too much paver in iha peoaition!

Suiv is ohserving the main viewer when Sposkt, Kirk, ana
rovdiand enter the bridge. The sereen reveals the ship te be
weving toward a tasebsll.sized star, Barely vigible in the
coreground of the inferno ie Signs lepturus I -~ a tiny seorches
pianet aad one ¢f the three sateliites to this son. WNeither
£ith aer Spock %il) take the command chair, Kirk, however, with
a glancs toward Woodland, turng to UHURA. Has sha been able o
coentast Signa lepturva II? Ho, the planet is on the far sids
¢f the star, and intense solar activicy 18 wreaking havos with
sormunications. Sulu addresses Kirk, Estimated time %o nearese
investigatory positien -- 57 minntes. Does the saptalin wish to
harve a direct sppreach on this sice or an apneeach n the 2olony
side whsre communication, at least within the system, wmight bde
oossible. Kirk hesitates., Woodland seizes the moment o define
the situation. Spock is now in command. All comments and ques -~
tiens should be directed %o him alane. The impaet 13 s¥artiing.
anidst sturmned expressions, Kivk exits. Spontanenusly, Spock
¢5lily wheels on the observer and makes himself uaderstond, ¥vhile
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he is in command, Woodland will neither emvarass nor harasa any
member Of this erew, and Kirk will serve in any capacisty Spoek

decms necessary or spprorpriave, Wosdland is dizmissed. Spoek
Orxders the direct appreach o position, then begins work at

the library compuser station, The command chair remalnsg empty.

A few minutes later, Kirk and MoCoy move down a corrider.
Kirk is tormented by doubts. Suppose Woodland's diagnesis is
accurgate, Is this heyo gyndcome something they Jjust haven't
noticed before? They turn into MeCoy's sabin -- the traaquil
atmosphere 1s a contrast to Kirk's agituted state. Kirk COn-
tinues. Perhaps he is Jjust rationalizing -- but he has always
been sonvinced that his Judgment wae correct aven if he 444
endanger himself. On the other hand, could he just be satisfy.
ing a starving €80, and Is if posaible the néed to satisfy 1t
further would lead to their ultimate destrustieny MeCoy is not
& psychiatrist, and the task of reassuring anyone is monumentgl
once the seed of doubt ras bean Sour.. He remindes Kirk thst
they have seen other investigators ae qualified as Woodland.
N¥one came wp with the latter's conclusion. Cme cbvious posa)-
pility is Woodland's own Insapacity for understanding the
dlffarfg;e between heroism for i%s own sake and nc-cholsce
néceseity.

The discussion 1s interrupted by Spock's arrival, He
wishes Kirk %o accompany him to Engineering -- sn ingatrumenta -
tion cheack out, Kirk 2eoepis with a nod of understanding,
Spock has solidified Kirvk's position -- 86ill an avthority on
the problem at nand, lieCoy denides he has sone ehecking out of
his ouwn o do,

In Engineering, Scott is worried that “hey won'‘t have
encEgh power to fight the 3tar's gravitational pull at 40 miilion
kilometers., ‘Then theps's vhe cosling aysten .. i3 never been
put te this kind of a test before., In fast, only one other sush
novs substantiation han SVer occurred -- at a4 greater diatanes
Prom the source., It was Just barely suceesspul, Whatever tha
pros or cons, all three realize they have litile ehelice, Sposh
1nhstrusts the éngineer Lo inform them of any gravitational
flux -- always a eonstant danger in a nova. From the bridge,
Sulu reports that they are within J0 million kilemeters,

A blazing b21) fills the main viewer when Kirk and Spock
enter the bridge. On hig WAy to the librayy computer station,
Spoek suggests that, esptain oy not; the command chalr looks
=mpty without Kivk, Together, each in his place, they begin
the maneuvers necessaxy to vollect theix informaticn.

Meanwhile, in Sickbay, MeCoy reviews Woodland 's medical
nd professional dossier. He obviously finds the materisl
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winating since he barely notices CHRISTINE CRAPEL as shs
ot ge through the medical complex.

ngainst the flery oball, the Enterprise moves in orbit. im

e trigge, the crew is beglaning €0 Teel the heat, and tension

vt as two of the thres teats have given positive results.
se ol Spock's feace may be only toc close to reality., The
:2vitational variance is ominously high. Kirk knows the
"piiestions -= serious quakes on the planebts and probably lesa
2 orbilt by one or all three. A rover planet would be fstal
ot only ©o the celenizsts wut alse to neighboring systema in
the future.

[
Y
x

The firal observation ineluded sending a viny probe of anti-
sgtter into the star. Now Seott reports he is having difficulity
gopling with the massive doses of energy they are receiving from
surface (phespheric) aetivity dve to the probuz. Suddenly Sulu
alerta them to the scanner. A huge dark area is growing on the
sereen -- overshadowing the brillisnt 1ight, & sunspet of
incomprehensible magnitude. Indeed, in space the Entexrprise
aas besn caught in the vast fringe of a Gargantuan bursoing
bubble. The hull glows cherry in the hesf.

Throughout the ship, S rewmen suddenly grasp at their heads
and eyes. Un the bridge, Spock's eyes open €9 a blurry view.
de coneentrates and brings hia owuwn instruments into foeous, His
order to pull the anﬁegﬁris&_back orings no response., He moves
te the helm and maksas the adustments himself, then turns te
face Kirk and the rest., At higs veice;, glassy stares move in his
direction, ‘leality strikes home, They are blind -- all bling.

EMND ©OF ACT ONE

—

ACT TWO

In spase, the ship fights to turn a¥ay f{rom Signa Lepturus
8% the 2n8rgy bubble falla back,

In Siekoay, a bewildersad MeCoy jolts his pesnic-stricksn
nurss tacx to her senses, then sdmonishes her to remain exactly
where she is, She 1s not to give any medicatinn Lo anyone.
MeCoy stumbles toward an elevator past several hystericail
crewnen -« all of whom avre afflicted., Theip Reyes are glasay and

ioodshot, and the optiecal srea is blackened., Ceonfusion reigns,

On the bridge, Spoek has the Enterorise heading away frem
the star and 1s conferring with Enginesring. Scotf is as
sightless as Samseon, but he has encugh innate feci for “he ship
te zive Spoeck the correct amount of povier, Kirk Ly now pealizes
that on the bridge only Spock ran se:, Almast nsvirotivelyv he
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hits the intercom to Sickbzy, but the 1ift opead; and Meloy
edges out, feeling his way toward Kizk'e voice. To Kirk's Gues
tlons; McCoy can give ao information. He hiaself ig hliqad, .
Possibilities ave myriad -- impaimment of the eve, of the cptic
nErves or the brain itself. Spock calculates that he has ‘
retalned approximately LO% of hie vigion, with a general detesl.
orization in progrsss., 1If, &s seems true, the entire cre iaz
been blinded, then McCoy ie going to find diagnosis next to
impossible -- impossible without Spock's wralining sight.
realizes that his first ovligation is to get the Epteryrise tc
Cigna Lepturus ITI. The colonists
wiat be remeved and the planet
dgstroyed before it rips out

into space. Moreover, the

only medical aid is on that
colany.

Spock

Spock asks for communiecs-
tion status. Uhura reports it
unchanged. Solar activity is
Jamming both reguler and sub-
space channels, Her loss of
vision is frustrating the
matrer further., Spock sets
himself to computerizing the
orbit pattern.

Some time later (he Enter-
prise approaches s green, ice-
capped planei -- Signa Lepturus
I1. On board, Spock makes the
necessary adjustments, snd the
ship orbits safely. Uhura now
eadtablishes contact with the
colony ~- a man named ADRIEN,
Kirk‘s response is immediate.
He should have known who would
now lead. Background, ambition,
notivation, and avdility con-
bined made Adrien the only
possibility.

The viewer changss to the
¢lean havrd Lines of a man g2boud
Kirk's van age, Zxcept for the
haunted distrustiul eyes, one
¢ould mistake Adrien for a ship's
captain. & metallic strip supr-~
*ounds his head -. indian band
taulilon, Spock informs the
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to.cnlst that they are representatives of the Federation, He
Taquests nedical assistance., Adwien bluntly refuses to allow
&he medieal staff off the planei. . lepturians do not recognize
tie Tsderation, or didn't Spock know.  Spock asks i{f they would
2llow three to beam down, for medicai aid -~ no potential loss cf
L2 asurgeons to the coleny,, Adriea is explicit. There will be
@ ceontact whatever with the Federation. -

Kirk has heard enough. He assumas command of fhe inter-
change, bringing the logk of recognition to the colonist’s face,
ik, agaln, after alsven years, -.- 3till ordering people about,

‘irk Informs Adrien that with our without medical aid the
fedeamtion has businesa with the colony. . Por its owun protectien
e expacts a representative from Signs Laptuy .5 I¥ on the ship
within five minutes or thay will bagin beaming randemly on

vman life-~-forms until Adrien, hnimself, s¢snds ¢ board,

airien sullenly agrees 0 be transported up, A48 Kirk settles
“adk 1nto the eommand chalir a figure comes into forus (ours)
~ehind him .- Dgvid Woodland. The observer grits his teeth,

wut says nething., Kirk is hanging himsel £, '

Spock activates the transporter as Kivi, MaCoy, ard Seott
Mait. Adrien snd two otherssolidify. . From The moment heé 'steps
down, Adrien comprehends the medica) request, Kimk and the
others, tut especially Kirk, are blind! Only the Vulran ecan
see., The loock of sWeetl Yevenge crosges then Leptnriants face,
As they laave the ™oom, Kirk catches the distinctive sound of
‘eliek.” Speek informe him that the colonist's hesd-bapde
rar pulied together by cords which bave small metsal balie on
the fres ands, As the balls hit together, they click. Kirk
conlides they have alwavs worn the bands; but when he could
see them he didn't really hear them ...« 3

4dl but Spock are seatsd in the briefing room 48 Kirk
clarilies the situation. Signa Llepturus is godng to nova
soon, and 1ts second planet is going tol 'swing ouf of ‘orhig
Bven gogn@r making it & spaee hazard and death “vap for the
solontets, ' -

' rrdm ! H
Adrien laughs., A few quakes and the system 49 going %o
iwva., In the past they were alisasted on thelir home planct,

TRILAR W

vios MOVED,  They eouldn't blend with another planet's ecology

SEEY MUVED, The Federation had "better" use for the plenet.
THEY MOVED, * There was a eonfiicting Antelligent’ 1ifa.form on
Che slanet not digcovered until the colony was fettied,

‘ff? MOVED, Well, now they are NOT GOING TO MOVE . The rusc
ht;:”aot work 3%& Only way to corvinee any-leprurian would
¢ SHALRCD -« nor g PTEELYy prosnect for any man, especi’aliy z

Yy

Poome. bet pavhaps Kirk would diksbonattenpt: 1f, " [f not,



f removing the group --

che Federation has ontv nne method o ’ X
futile, they wili see

destToy 1t. Sinte furdher discussion is
nemaedves r£o the transporiers.

kir4 describes Shalrod xa the historical
mevhad of chowsing vhe coiony s leader. PFew attempted 1t -~
[ewer survived. Eleven YyEA8 Ago a new lsader was nesded,
Evidently Adeien survived. Spoek enters, reporting the ship has
received indicaiions ther renewed quates are oceurring on the
planety it will Jeasr oroit within two or three days. They must
desiaoy iv and be far ous of the system before the gravitational
flux if they are ©r wet out at ail, He suggests that he and
M:Coy begin workin, on the 3lght problem before his own deterio-
rating evesight fails egmpletely. Before they break up Lirk
Araws Spoek aside. e nas besn offered Shalrod, and if riothing
Glae WOPKS.... Spock knows what Kivk is thirking. His lopic
aAgrees with this man, but his heart shuns the idea of lesing
Kirk &0 Shalred or Weodland. He reminde Xivk of the payeholio-
rical prefile. Kirk o agemboes, He muat think it out,

Pore his officevs,

A few minutes h jo pasged. Kirk heads down s torridor.
He stops and envers ¢ vae door of his cabin. As he gnes to n4s
sunk he suddenly listang. That sound. Those cileks, He fupns.
L guard., Suddenly Adcvien’s agaistant throttles him, He
falls back, bling, choking

EWD GF aCT ™WO
AZT THRER

Continuation nf scene. Kiek's
natural inskincts for survivel ang hia
phygical prowcas oficet the lack of
sight. He lands g Ge1ling dlow on
the coloniat, The mon crumbles.

Kirk makes 1t to his intercorn.
Security to his eabin on the
doubie,

Spock stangs nes rby hold-
ifng a piese of diagnoeaiic

_In Sickbay, M Coy sits il
en the sxamining 1able, /fﬁy i

equlpment. They sre i kMMMaﬁf

strong disagresment as

Kirk entern, Sponk is ,ﬁ’//
i

refusing or the groundy
siat he 18 nedther qua; -
Plad nor Physicaily aple

Lo aceonplish BUXERTY,

Ark inguives what g ZNing
7. What progress nyg bee n
TAgE 7
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+t the alght of blood on Kirk's face, Spock movss auiexiy 3¢
e ceptain's slde. Kirk waves him off, It's nething. On=z ¢?
Airien’s associates met him in his cabin. The man is now in She
irig. Now, what can McCoy tell them? ‘The suvrgeon outlines the
situation., If Spork has used the diagnostie equipment properiy
whigh he asaumes) then there is only one disgnosis MeCoy can
ra4e, The massive dose of snergy they sustained penetrated their
vytic nerves, MecCoy explains that the only solution is stimula -
tion and regsneration -- vexry dangerous and requiring surgery.
in addition, 1t must ogeur within 48 hours of the deteriogaticn.
Without help from the Lepturians, there is only one man capable
50 surgery -- Spock. He has scientific background and sight.
wgCoy will be the patient. Witk his own sight restored, he coulé
vsgin work with the crew., Spock continueas to refuse. Ths chance
¢7 sucecess 1s small. Spock's vision eould fail st a critical
roment; with one slip he could take McCoy's 1ife or werse he
e¢ouid lsave him & mindless vegetable. No, he will net operate,
“ether, he will obtain the medical help via Shalrod.

Kirk counters with logie. Spock's ahaneces in Shalznd sre
i#ss than his own, Kirk has, at least, seen the challenge,
¥ithout Spock’s esyes, the Enterprise has litt¢le or no ehance,
dirk will go dewn. Spock must begin surgery if it should scem
Airk nas falled,

On the bridge, Kirk communicates with Adrien. On the planet,
tie Lepturian reacts to Kirk®s voice, obviously not expecting to
nesr Crom the captain again, That 18, he had considered their
susinesy completed., Woodland enters the bridge as Kirk comes tao
the point. He challenges Shalrcd., ‘That does not surprise the
coionist, Kirk could not resist the stakes - Lepturus for the
Fedzraticon 8ad a nealthy crew for Kirk's ship. They will expsct
him ors the hour,

¥oodland approaches the command ehaiy, He ¢an no longer be
silent, It seems that Xirk has resumed captaincy. Kirk realizes
the gsonsequences, dess he not? Kirk listens Wearily., Weodland
has spouwen with Spock., He knows exactly what Kirk has decided tc
do, and he must therefore demand that the ship be taken out of
the syster. and moved to the nearest medizal ald. These below have
e jected the Pederatien. They deserve their fato, Kirk
reminds the cbserver that the Lepturians fallow their leader,
Dows Woodland intend to damn the lot because of one man's
enbittered hold on the rest? The Enterprise’s orders wers
specilie. If it should be lost, oTher colonies could lose
falth., What use i3 a Federation that doesn't proatecth its parea?

Wondiand is frustrated and angry. Obviously Kirk has chosen
G%e normal path -~ self-gratificaiicn, The observer warns him,
It by some fortune the Enterprise and Xirk survive, Kirk will
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neveyr command even 4 desk again, This strikes home, Kirk
cover8 his sightless ayes with his hands and struggles witn
himself -« God, whal alcternatives.

Segted in ar almoat Sparvtan office, Adrien and two otheps
lonk on as Kirk matsrializes, Adrien dismisses his ¢ompunicns,
5o Kirk made it past Ishal. One should have remembered how
steong and clevey Kirk is and wae. To think thet Adrien once
believed in this man, Kizxk, who bekrayed him -- who killed his
father., Kirk brougnht in the report that led te their relceation
from the 1last planet -~ something $he old lsader zould aut take.
The Pederation e¢alled 1t bearc failure, Adrien salilsd 1t mordar.
But enough, Kirk faces tr2 challenge. The "colony” is walting.

On the ship, Spock and Sconi: nave rigged, in MeCoy's iav,
a device which will contrel an electrochemical stimulation to
Spuekis eyas. Properly meniteced, it could presarve the
Vilean’s wvision at a sufficient level for surgery, »wt an
averstimulation could cause destruntion of gsapgllia &nd brsin
tissue, Seott, via sn auditory ksay, will moniter,

On the plmnet, Kirk stands
alene in the mouth of a man-made
tubular structure., His walkway
throogh the conduit is an almost
rZor-2dged projection, the teop of
#which 18 aboaut two feet above flouor
level AT any p2int the walkuay
anuld coliapee, allewing him to
iogs balance and fall to the wall
of the structure -- wall coalted
@ith an glement corrogive %o
organic matter. Adricn's voles
echoes through the pagsage. &
long ae Kirk's feat remain on the
walkway, the 2amerms on the over-
hend light ber will 1emalin asti-~
vavd. I he should fell, ne cas
¥will want %o watoh.

Two viewing screcns are tuned
to the main attraction...Adrisn’a
&nd MrCoyis in Sickbay, Gathered
in Sickbmy are Spock, Secott,
MeCoy, Christine, and Woodlsad,




21 aze tense as Spock explains nuch of the above information
29w them and ug. Suddenliy something 18 vexry wrong.

In the passage, balance is a relative thing., The planet
£y veing racked with quakes. As Kirk lights tc mainzain a
Pootheld we fade out,

END CF ACT THREE,
ACT POUR

in Adeien's offiece the quake goes almost unnoticed as the
soturian watches Kirk®s struggle. He mutters, "You forgot
s guakas, James Kirk. A minor settling of the land, but %too
such for you, Fall, blast you! PFalit!”

Spoek, in Siekbay, is also awavre of what is happening.
sidinghis emctlions in tight rein, he naryvates. The eaptain is
“penting not only Shalrod and his own lack of sight but the
imnalance of the whole system. On the viewer, Kivrk suddenly
inghes a8 1€ to leap., The sereen blackens and does not
activate again, If MeCoy is ready, Spock will hegin.

In the tunnel, a "strange” thing has cceurred., Kirk is
{of eourse) still very much alive. He holds tenucusly to the
alendsr light bar that rung the length of the passage., His
Teet are adbout 10 inches from the threadline oo of the wallwsy.
the light bar is het, but he knows that relessing himself woulsd
ne eertain death. Oritting, he inches along the upper portion
of the paslsape,

on the ship, something else not quite erpected has ogeurrad.
™se celonlet has managed to escape from the bilg. MNew he runs
own & gurrider eolliding with any crewvmen in his may.

In Slekbay, Spoek is working ovex an unconscious MeCoy,
The enly indicgtien that Spock's eyes are being alded is a
small metal disk on the temporal region of the head. Chyistine
ansisty with the mediecal instruments. Scott and Woodland
stand near the momitoring unit in MeCoy'’s lab., A steady hum
ergtatas from the machine, It inecreases in pitch slightly,
&nd oottt compensates by turning a dial. Suddenly a security

alert runa through the ship -- someone has disecoversd the
eoionisgt 18 missing.

~ Gsiow, Adrien is about tc call the Enterprise when he ig
Lfoamed that Kixk is still allyes they have 1ife-form readings
¢ ninm nesr the end of Shalred, . Anger and astonishment battle
Toy nig face. He moves Juickly. cut of the voom,




Heamhide, Eponic
strains over MeCoy n
The lab, Scott ang Haod-
band are &3 befove,
AbrupGly the iab door
noves agide, and vhe &
cstaped Leprurian enteps. ®
b= runs through ehe 1ab L
uvhe surgery. immediately

. tomprenending the gitus - o
tion.  Spoelk, 8ecing fhe L
intruder byt unavlie to &

: ienve MoCoy. calls e Seott, A
&8 the latnepr TRAC{B. he iy - %
i3 Ehirown baek by & fuliing o
blow, wWeodiand sz ) ]
b2ek &3 fapy ag po &z
from the shuffie, . 15 iX. 7
2 sake himself inc epicus N,
Y8,

The ronitoring - i4

88 gone insane ag s oy
defends nimseif. Pain rgeoug Spockig visage, eauling an involun.
ALY ery., Asg Christine realizes what, is taking plate, she triey
to rlp off the disk-i ke conneeting I1ink with the mschine,
Spock pushes her off.  The vnit 1s MeCoy s ony hope.  Speek
attempts to contrwl the pain, Chelstine rune to the lat. Woopd.
land is there, ang by heaven he has BOt o do stething. 1If ne
Sanft monitorp toe mnit, then he g got to Pree 3s0tt. He, not
Seobt. Cnvistine. ov Spook, hes gor do it. “Thers is ne one
e do it by nimsgelf, Suddenly the realization of no-cho)es
eCes8ity hits him, e UNGersLands Kiwk, Moving in the divec-
tion ot the'antion, he gragples for the plothes and the now
remembered clicks that accompanied the colenists, Seott HOTks
almselfl free and ZAins the monitenr ievel, mana ing to adjuet it

forve being pulled intn Yhe struggie sgmin, %hﬁ lerturiann ts
F2lled vy Scobe only after ihe former has sbpruey Woodleng
UIEANBC 10us . Chesliing with Soork, Scots finds Ghe Vulaan ablis
i gdmplete the ApeTH Lion, MoCoy and others wlil smo Rpgin,

DBur on the planel, Ldrien awajts Rirk at the ang of
Telred. Having sume io the €ad of the light bar, Kirk swings
8T and lands in Ghe slear, Adeten is ineensed. Kirk has
M:gorted to decepticn, Kirk pointa oul that z RO MUSY mapely
HIrvive Shalired. Thero 15 nn eipht or WIONE meLhod. . . just ae
There are no rights op Weongs Lo g let of thinga. (ne works %o
Lh# hest possible eonciusion whatever Yhat might involve. Now

Urk expects Adrien e PTEANLZe Ml pecple for evacuation, Aqal,

o T promisey everyining that is humanly poagisle Will L@ doqe
te wasure tnai theiy next bowe is | pEXMENENT ot
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Or the bridge, slmost two dayslater, the personnei are
nearly back to normal. All have the use of their eves, Spock
&nd MeCoy stand near Kirk’s commsnd chair. Kick has been given &
slean bill of hesith from a reecovering Woodland, The latéer is
récbperating from a broken jaw and & slight hexo ecnplex. A3 to
#iat was 1 the observer's background that nausec hip orizgiral
declsion,; MeCoy c¢ould find nothing. Woodiand was Juat a human
version of Spock in that one respeet -. oo logical for all their
goveds. Kirk interrupts the conversation to issue s ecommand to
Sulu -~ detonate Signa Lepturus II. On the main viewer there
ig & diatant burst of light. 3poek notes that somedsy so9n
there will be angther explosion -- one that will make this
1ike the extinguishing of a candle, But, MeCoy adds, the
universe will go on as will the pecple in it.

The ship danks and moves off into space .
THE END

Sean Kenny as
Yt. De Paul, rellef
navigator. Kenny also
played the c¢rippled
Captain Pike in the
"present-time” sequences
of "The Menagerie,”
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Gorshim had galled to say vhat he had found a live humanoid
in one of the sleeper-units, and then his transmission had been
cul off. MeCoy hurried now o the coordinates of that trans-
mission, through the vine- and prush-overgrown city, past the
rusting slecper-units £hat now eontained nothing but erumbled
bones and plastic intravenous tubes and vracss of unknown drugs.
The doctor estimated now that the remains were perhaps only
few hundred years old, It was incredible to Imaglne, even Yol
that some of the inhatitants of the slespars could s3till be
living, even if the unics were actually designed for hibernation;
MeCoy still doubted it. Fe refilacted that the 1little exploratory -
survey feam had uncevered not only a rich archeological find, but
perhaps a greal medical rne a8 well -- which was much better and

more practical, %o bis mind.

When he came in 8ight of the partially corroded structure
which scemed %0 be the rite of the coordinates, MeCoy checked the
time: only six hours until rendezvous with the Enterprise. That
meant only two hours ieft to investigate whatever was insalde the
bullding, collest the rest of the survey team, ang get baak to
the shuttlecpatt, “Bmn, he thought., not snough time tov extroct
& tooth, let aione make a decant examination.

He hesitated before entering the building; any man who
made surveye of waknown places tearned to hate enrering enclo
sures. He zalied out for 20rshim, and then for Vigelangy, til.
Eeeliogiat woe wos auppoesd Lo ce with him, and waikeq for Qo
BANULEE wWithOwe zn AnRawse belome he slipped inside the nsllw. .
phaser ready, When pis vVeR were aume of the changed 1ignt, .
sazed sharpiy at fhe row of @leepsrs, then hurried over o t ol
puliing ouk his tricerder.

L. Gorshim and Vigeland lay gilently on thef{r hacks in twe
uf the slegpers, vheir 1imbs strung with a web of intravenvus
ftubes connected to ar £eblvated eomputer-contraptlion above tihy
lids of the slecpers., Beside them; in the othey - :

. occupied siecper; lay the living body of g beauti s
male homanoid, similar in 2ppearance o homo telluris but
paler than any Earthman could ever be, even in ea

YeCoy was further Surprised $0 see the humancld twisy weasl
&t Urivace, as if in ine grip of a frightening nightmare, “ae
the deetor checked his sensor readings, he Mas shockes o &%
Shat 4il three gleepers wers in oxtreme pain.  Gorshin's o

&%
lrelend®s 1ife-function Acings were alarmingly low, Meoo-
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immedlately teceme the physician again. He wovked the cateh or
sleeper's glass compartment until it opened, and carafully began
o remove the intravenous nesdles from Vigeland®s arterics. His
iife-readings dlsped. MeCoy dug out his hypospray and injected
a heart stimulant, Vigeland responded, moaning., The doctar
slapped him gently to bring him to, "Vigeland. Licutenant,
what happened? Wake up, man!"

The sound of his veige cut BCross8 the intense sillenve of the
metal-1ined rvom. There was a reflsction off the wallse: metal
Zleaming on metai and a quick flashing of automated motion behing
nim. Izy metai gripped McCoy and pinned nim, struggling busg
helpiess, into a vacant slecper;, ameng the dust of the formar
occupant. Stinglng. Glass. Pain....

Spoek was reluctant to BC down, The Enterorise was about to
take the group of astro-physicists from Starbase Six, with thelr
frscinating asw inatrurents, to measure and record that rarity
smong celestial events, a superncva. Even & Klirgon ship was
Facing TU obtsexve and scan. the phenomencn, thuough Spuck Buspected
their notives to be something lese than wholly scientific, 8%ill,
a# the captain had reminded him, it was essentialiy a routine
Bcanning mission, one which Seotty could handle easily in their
;buenae, 4nd MeCoy had never missed o rendezvoeus; he must be in
rouble,

iwa
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Tne city musl have been beautiful a® one time, but now much
of the mecal hya Lost its gleam and taken on the dulled brown of
barbed wire on a-rjert bad¥lefields. The glass was dusty and
splinterzd. Tre [ulgis rnzd irveded everyvwhere, its roots
crumbling the cen-r (e 1000 doil. “The silence was startliing.
Nurse Chapel stayed as clicse to Mr, Spock as was inconspicu-
ously possible, Thers wer2 8 few insects which, unfortunately,
found the intruders 2divle and began %o bite, but only the
ingeate' buzzing «ns thnelr own bieathing disturbed the quiet,

Kirk slappon 2 bug and simost Jumped &t the sound, "This

must have been - ni it of 5 2ity, 3pock, " he sald, to break the
silenze,

Spoeit i ir Pt ender the survey team's shuttlecpe £6,
It heda bean :sa: ceo L Ty, wnatever else Spoek might thing
of him, was an e,z ~¢* wificer, and the shuttle's recognition
team had been 100t =0 A bemsiio vransmission, "No cechanice?l
reasons to weipl i YRovor seam's falure %o rendézvous,
Captain," he repr. "We pust sasume that they eneountered
difficunlties which p.¢ vonted theip return to the shuttlecraflt.
The logical place for us to search would probadbly not be in this
section of the civy, Indeed, there is no guarantes that they
are in the city st +1;;: they could be anywhere within a radius o
approximately 160 wilc sters, given the four days they havs Lean

here on Poot "

Kirk stared Thovghtfully at the distant brilliance in the
noon sky. The supetnovs wae a goed distance away, but it rivaliec
the nonn sun, ‘he Sweo Lighis blurred the shadows in the CANY Os
of the streets snd mads vision 2iLL12ult,  Kivk burned back snd
inspected his lending parviy. Speok, Nurse Chapel, Ensign Chekoy.
Ay nodded ot tha (iesd 1o, "FolLow this street sourth My,
OHERCT, gou and T paln nesy cpar at the intersection. Wetll S50
3% A 'block! ab 4 Jine ang Hatp N contast by communicator,

[ Both groupe Found ihe giest coffing with their curpses ag
they explored. Theee “gaw, AU seomed, at least several of the
units in every bulidirg, all containing ancient, disintegrate!
bodies, Spoek »atinated theom to be 415 4 years old, othgis gtox
&3 0ld, and none pecent. He zuessed that the units had Leen
designed forp BULD2NGed aninasion,

N Kirk fingered one of the plastie tubes hanging down frvr

he machine overhead where he stoud., It was sticky with age

and adhered €0 his fangers, “Looks like medical equipment, 233
right,” he sgreed, Y1 tould huve been irtended for 11fe-au, sory
Wrlag asme sorc of tabaclysm -. op plague, maybe. Could t-:a
©ity have been some sopt of hospital-complex?”
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"fossible, Captaln,” Spoek's voice answered from “he communi.
for. "The equipment in this structure sppears to hive terminaied
3 funetioning somewhat more recantly than those which you have
‘eseribed, and, indeed, the condition of the machinery has beer
Leproving as 1 continue south. 1 calculate that corpees nare,
tL0, ere more rezently dead -- approximately three centuries old.

L
b o

>

it wes then that Nurse Chapel found the foetprints -- and
thelr owner, \

kirk stared with disbelief at the naked youth cowesring in
ot cormsr where Spock and the nurse had ¢onfined him. He
“ganed noc older than 14, vut his nusculature =ag that of 3
Vil -grown, hard-working adulé; his SyeE pesrwd oul from under
i€ uncut hair with a gleam of animsl cunning.

"He hasn't made a sound since I firat saw him, Captain,”
-nristine Chapel reported. "I'm not sure he can."

"He was armed with a metal bar which he vsea guite capably
&5 & club,” Spoek gdded, "I believe that he would have killed
%& guite sasily had not Miss Chapel's criss warned me., The
sound seemed tou frighten him immeasurably."

Chekov approached the wild man, who sn2irled soundleaely and
catked further into his ¢orner. "He mAy know scma2thing abous

survey team, Captain. He may even be one of the ones who
willed them,”

Kirk frowned. "We have no evidence that the tsam is dead,
Fr. Chekov, But there are bound %o be others like nim; keep
JUUr phasers where you ean reach them, "

LLICN

Captain, " added Spock, "when bhig man mEttsaked me, it was
obvicusly net in self-defense, yet Miss Chempel’s voics inzapa-
cltated him with fear. I strongly doukt vhat he hss heard
voices before. Observe him.”" The wild man covertd against thes
wall each time they spoke. "I have never known Dy. MeCoy o
refraln from speeeh for more than a few minuves at # time, snd
I doubt that this man has had any econtset with hin. "

"Well, T 2an’t see any reason o Kesp him capthive, " Kink
sald. "But from now on me'll stay together." Xirk went on
down the street, southward, and the ochers tollowed him,

1t was not long before they interseccted g Sty alley and
Found beotprints in the dust. They broke into = run and soon
entered the meial-fined poom whepe bhe sarver vezm wAR stretsohod
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vt like dead men in the glass coffins,, except for the tubing
atlaciied £o them.

¥irk spotted MeCoy’s writhing, sweatling body% and tugged
tie glass cover off. "God, what is this! Bones!'

The robot was a fitted section of the metal wall. At the
wuad of Kirk®s volee it disengaged itself from its storage place
417 sxtended its dezen Jointed ams. They entangled the captain,
ineved him into a veaecant sleeper, and had be=n inserting the
unit's hypos befors anyone clearly realized what had happened.
“poek recovered first, He shouted wordlessly, and the metal
rwiot turned away from Kirk and ecame sfter the Vulean. Spoek
acked away, leading 1t off until Chekov could get a c¢clear shot.
“he robot disaolved iato a heap of half-melted, haymless

capacltors and gesrs,

Kirk was dazed bty even the light dose of drugs he had reaeived.
-yoek and Chekov freed him and helpad him to his feet. Nurse
“hapel, meanwhile, had gone to MeCoy and the others,

"LE, Gorshim is dead, " she reported. "Lt, Vigeland and
“7. Meloy are in grest nain. Mr, SPock, youlve had soms
medieal traialng; please assist me.” :

Under her diection, they wers able to suabiilze the 1ife-
Tunetlons of the two surviving humans somewhat., Xirk and Chekov,
meanwhile, examined the humanoid in the other sleeper unit. The
¢reature was restless in his coma, the tendons of his arms strain-
ing agalinst the bands., Kirk reached o unlpteh the glass cover,
then hesitated, glancing at Nurse Chapel.

"l don't think you should open it, sir," she sajd. "It
might ®iil him," She looked down again, rechecking the readings
on FeCey's tricorder. Kirk did not disturb the alespor further,
but came %o her side and looked at the readinge hims=lf. Even
Wit the 11ttle he knew of medicine, he could 3ee thai the
conlition was eericus.,

‘Car you help them?" Kirk asked the nurse,

“he resheathed a hypospray, glanced at 3pock, ard then at
“rk. "No," she said miserably. "I san't even begin %9 guess
“hat those units pump into the bloadstream, I gave them strong
retatives, and that ssems to help, but I wouldn't dare try

rthing else at this time."

"It would be wise to take them to the shut¢tle. The dnotor
-7t & sonsiderable atoak of instrumentation: we may be able to
«szlyze the drug and produce an artidote." anld Spock
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"We souldn'c make it before dark,” said Kirk, "and that wouls
make us an easy mark for an smbush. Toco dangerous, Perhaps --

The native they had met befors buest in At Che deorway, ainsc
agaln with the metal bar with which he had teied to brain Spogk.
He was Icllovied by seven or eight others, both male and female,
21l similarly armed.

Kirk motioned for silence and drew his phaser, setting it to
stun; the others did the same, They stood walting. The natives
scattered acreoas the entirance, eyouching cautiously, resdy %o
attack or run. The fivrst youth stepped in 3 wary semli-circle
around Spock to glance at the section of wall fyom whish the
robot had come, then kizked at the half-me)ted heap of ite
remains. Without warning, he ralsed his elub and smashed the
soffin and the face of the comatose alien. Then he aimed for
Vigeland's unconscious body, but founé Spock suddenmly in his
way. The two groups threw themselves at emeh other., Kirk stunned
one of his atbackers, then uncuprled a young woman's strangling
fingers from hisg throat, Sne bit his hand and fled, and her
companions broke and van afier her.

The room was still again., Kivk Surveved the results of the
struggle, Three of the nstives lay unconscious. Chekov was
ieaning sgalnat a wall, holding his left arm. Christine Chapel
quickliy went to him,

Spock burned back from the deorway. "They have withdrawn,
Captain. They do not exhibit gigng of Twrning or regrouping. I
40 no% thirnk they wil) veturn for coneiderable time, though
%hat, of course, is speculatiog,"

_ "Mr, Chekovis wrish S broken, " Chapel reported. She wan
already rigsing a spling.

"He yelled when 1 hit aim," said Chekov, « little fuzzy
with pain, "He sald “sueh! -- T mesn .- the equivalent. (lear
48 Antares cymbals. He spoke."

"Yes, " commented Spock, "1 neard him teo." He raised his
eyebrows. "That alters my theory pignificantly. It is now
logieal to assume that st least a2 gonaldexeble portion of the
LOPE recent corpses in the damaged glass units which we examinad
sreviously were damaged duriog similar native forays. It 1g aow
doubly imperative that we £ind ana awaken another live allen and
attempt to communieste wita him, #More than two lives deépand on
Sur solving this enigma, "

o ] =

Jhekov and the nuvse stayed with the delirious patienta s
sualriad the bound netives. Chekoy dmprovissd fortificetions



dictint the door and slectrifisd ther
4 “Ler the departure of KLrk and Spock,
“lien cuveryd the ruined Yody of tha
siilen with wilted plastie sheeting
cevenpged from a eonnecting room, and
uhen wardered restisssly around .the
farxened rooms. "It 13 past sundown
s.ready. I wish the eaptain and Mp,

ek had walted until daylight to go
vty " he complalined.

christine Chapel unclamped her
LALPC Plngers from MeCoy's sweaty cnes
£} $b00d up wearily., She checked the
sricurder readings of the twoe uneon-
icious erewmen. "No change,” she
‘nfurmed Chekov., She dabbed the sweat
fiom her patients' faces and spoke
confortingly to Vigeland, who was
nunbling deliriously.,

Chekov walked over o the bound .
vyisoners and sat down on his heels in S
frent of the nearest. "You know what

this 1s all arout," he told him, "but B
you won't tell us. Maybe you don't : o . b E
“now about lenguage. I wonder how you ) B §8
communicate with sach other? Maybe," 7
he anawered his own questien, "you ars
touch-telepaths, like Vuleans.”" He put
out his good hand to the man’s head,
but the native only shrank himself back
apainst the wall, staring with obvious
terror st Chekov's lips. "They'we not
toueh~telspaths, " he announced,

"I saw the one that killed the alien
vae very fast hand-signals when he was
looking for the robot in the wall,"
Chapel offered, ) T :

"dland-signs," Chekov mused. "And the first thing they did,
van 2efore they bothersd with ue, was to sheck for the robot,
¥weader...the robot...,."

OIS
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"The robot?"” said Kirk increduously,

"Indeed, Captain. I believe that 13 why vhe natives de not
speak, They would sppear to have veen Lillirg the osoupants -



of the sleeper units for five hundred yeavs -- although I cannct
8o far deduce thelr reasens foi dolng so. It is impossible ¢o
estimate the axaet time without further data, but the age of the
rem2ins located by us eapliep - ¥

"Ard the rowots?" saig Kirk, interrupting the digression,

"The robets are the guardians -- or possibly the Jailers --
of the slecpers, They respond to the aound of the humanoid
¥olce and to that only, so far as we have seen. The robot we
found did not attack you until it scanned your exclamaticvns upor
dissovering Dr, MeCoy, and it directsd its actions agalnat you
only, until I distracied it by using my voles. I wWas in error
not to have deduced thot aspect of its operation at the time,"

"And the natives have learned that they are safe from the
interventions of the Tobot as long as they don't use their voices, "
Kirk added. "Rut that 8till doesn't expliain why they want top
K11l the gleepers, "

"Their motive is (emporarily unlmpertant. What we nust
securs 1s the oonsciousness and pPos8eibly the sssistance of on&
of the sieepers. He may know, or at least be able to direct us
to the chemical formuiae of the substances injected V¥ the
unitsz vsing The shuthlecprafhs computer, we may he able to
construct an effeciive antidote Pfor our ¢rewmen,"

"That mesns we'll have Lo contend with another robot, "
521d Kirk thoughtfuilv, "and you'll want to examine it "
He squared off nip shoulders.,  "I'1i be the %eit, and you
phaser iv. Then weil: g8se vwhat we can do to bring one of thns
aliens apound, "

It was not qiffisule Lo find another OCcupled room., Ap-
parently, ¢he primitives had murdered methodically over the
¢snfuries, and thay had reached the fringe of the most recant
activity. The bulidings were not yet devastated as those to
the north were. Kipk gianced around the darkened room until
e located the fitted section of wall that was the storage
space for the yobot, Thore wers two Slefpers in the room, both
preupled. There was onpe ™obot, Kirk's mind Suppressed the
enory of what had ocourisd J1Th the first robot. He dlid not
JTEW his phaser, Facing Ipocik, who e¢rouched beside one of the
liegrers, ne saig ®learly, "Ready op net, Spock, here it comes.

Ang it Qame. It Launched itselfl at the ¢apialn, =ven tuougn
& atled quickly away, 1 tallowsd nim and Isacned him, It wma.

tulde it WS avaund him, with Pingers of stoel ifs, ang ft pot
Sl down on top of 8OmeGHs iten the nesdles, Kirk soreamed.
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When he came £o, Spoek was crouched in the e¢enter of
‘taeks of printed elreuits, wires, switehes, resisters, capecy.
“OTE. and cores., The Vulean glanced down at him., "1 trusg
<@t are feeling better, Captain,"

Kirk elosed his 2yes. The robot reared Up behind them and .-
“irk opened his &yes, shuddering, and S&w that he was lying on
the Cloor and that the glectronic paraphernalia heaped a&round
“pock were the carefully sorted remains of the thing, "That
Was 880 close, " he commented drily,

"My apologies, Captain, However, I have detetmined a
umter of new possibilities. One is the Probabllity that the
robots’ original burpose waa te confine an awakened sleeper,
ot necessarily to prevent intruders, Alsn, the probot is not
rrogrammed to monitor the 1ife-gupport devices; it atiempied
%o, place you in a unitg, desgite the fazt that 1t slresdy
contained a 1iving eecupant, "

"It thought I ¥&S & sleeper whe somehow asakeneds”
"It appears sg,"

Kirk pulied himseifr up_and. gazed down ut the alien bodies
~rprisened in the 21ass coffins, “But who put them hepss Whatia
the point of ali this sophisticated gndgetryq"

The rbot ltzelr is only aemi-aclid-state, and the computer which
directs it cannot be more advanced than. . .a ferrite-core

digltal device, sSuch as the primitive T'YORTC 3. ow, in youp
hlsgtory, a mid-twantieth century IBM 360/75, 1 should iike to
examine the eontrol meechanism of the Sleeper unite, If, as' I
Suspeet, they are eontroiled by. the Same computer, the re-pro-
Eramming of that computer wil) pe ali Ehat 1s ngcesaaary o

"We 8till neeq the antidote for oW mer , "
~ "The central computer should have all such data in stg
}icxa:ya However, it would expedite the tranalation of the dats
11 I were to learn the language 2 these Pérsons, And we nust,
<0 ANy case; determine ir they can be successfully Aavalkened "
“You want to wake one of ghe 8leepers."

"Exgetly, "
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Kirk stared down at the almost translucent forms under &he
glass, "It might kill them to free them, Spock. But leavine
them here for the primitives to murder isn't mueh to my taste,
either. I think we zan risk it with one, "

"The mental contortions by which you arrive at logical
decisions never cease to anaze me, Captain.

Kirk raised the glass 1id over the: sleepin* alien, 4
female. Spock toushad an artery in her neseck, It is faseiwiing
that these humanoida have Survived five canturies at such an
active metadoliz rase. This drug may be a great medical Lzesi .
through in retarding the aging process." As he& spoke he
remcved the needles and tubes.

There was no wreactien, Spock checked the woman's pulze,
It had quickened 8iighvly. Snhe cpened her eyes, Then she tock
a leng, shuddering bres:h ang screamed. The shrieks echoed
hrough The rusting .w.io. instinctively, Kirk preEsagd her $¢
his shoulder. '"Wake up! You!pe safe nowi"

if she undevivond his tone, it was not reaching her,
Her mind was twapp:: 1in the nightmaves shs had eandursd. Spock
¥mapped one large hand around hep wrist, and the other he
pressed to hey tempie. Kirk hesivated, and then stepped away.,

The woman®s orsnge #ye2 went blank. Spock's eyes widened
and then went blank, Their faces faded te grey ash, The
Vulean's face sudden.y ccontorted, and he seemed to have trouble
breathing. Both began Yo choke, The woman Was turning blue,

; Spoek, unable to breal the link, strained to speak.
J--jim" he gasped.

. Kirk tore the Vulocan's a0ld hands away froem the dying alien.
He eased Spock to the Floor &nd shook nim. Spack snapped into

a letal pmse andg lay 2till. nos brasthing. Kirk unelenched
Spuck's Ti8¢s and foreed ther o his own Gemples. "Spocki"

ne sheuzed, sloud.

A aingle flame traeed = path through every nerve, He
eried out and fell &« the flonp,

& f »

| §1rk opened his syes. Ensign Chekov's faee maneuvered into
f‘L,..,S Y ew°

“Cgptﬁlng Miss Chapel, the captain is gonscious!”  Chekoy
N2l ed Firk te ssy up.
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‘Spoek. Where®s Spock? What am I doing herxe?" He glanced
arovad the room in whieh MeCoy and the researsh team had been
found, They were s€1ll there, with the native prisoners stashed
avway at the far end of the room,

"Mr. Spock ecarried you here, sir,” Christine Chapel answared,
“le sald to tell you that he had recovered and that he was going
to find the -~ cumputer? -- and then get to the shuttlecraft and
riag 1t here. It's almost light outside. What happened to
vou, 3ir? Mr., Spoek looked terrible."

"a proxy dose of what the sleepers get." Kirk stood up and
icoked at MeCoy and Vigelsnd. "They look bettep,"

"Yeagisir," she sald. "A few hours agze they suddenly begar
preving, "

"Spock found the eomputar," said Kirk, and stocd quietly
Lrtal g
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